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BOOK REVIEWS 

IN CHARGE OF 

Grace H. Cameron, R.N. 

Abstracts of War Surgery. An Abstract of the War Literature of 
General Surgery, Published since the Declaration of War, 1914. 
C. V. Mosby Company, St. Louis. Price, $4.00. 

This compilation of important surgical papers bearing on War 
Surgery was prepared by the Division of General Surgery in the 
Surgeon General's office. One hundred mimeographed copies were 
distributed to various surgical instructors in the Army Surgical 
Schools and to the Chiefs of War Hospitals. As the preface states : 
"This limited issue of one hundred copies so far failed to meet the 
demand that, upon request, this printed edition has been made." We 
are given a brief insight into the development of British surgery at 
the Front and in the line hospitals in France. The use of the advanced 
dressing stations, the field ambulance, and the casualty clearing 
stations, a unit developed by this great war, are recounted. The treat- 
ment of wounds is divided into different classes such as, wound infec- 
tion, tetanus, abdominal wounds, chest wounds, fractures, burns, jaw 
and face injuries. "When, after the lapse of many weeks from the out- 
break of the war, there came a full appreciation of the several cir- 
cumstances which had to be reckoned with when a soldier was 
wounded, it was recognized, on all hands, that a new and grave prob- 
lem had arisen which cried urgently for solution." What was accom- 
plished is engrossingly told by Sir Berkley Moyihan and other noted 
British surgeons. The technique of the paraffin treatment of burns 
is covered by different men. The difficulties of anesthesia, the 
symptoms and care of trench-foot, shock, nerve injuries, and many 
other conditions are described from different personal viewpoints. 
The volume may be primarily for surgeons, but the understanding of 
the abnormal conditions of these patients is equally important to the 
nurse if she is to care for them intelligently. To understand the in- 
tricate splints, to be ready to report symptoms after difficult and 
extraordinary operations, to make men comfortable in peculiar and 
difficult positions, all this calls for an extensive knowledge on the part 
of the nurse of the method of the surgeons and the injury to the 
patient. This is a book that should be in every training school refer- 
ence library. 
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